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AMENDMENT NO. 1966
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1966 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1735, an act to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2013
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 2013 intended to be
proposed to H.R. 1735, an act to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and
Mr. DAINES):

S. 1577. A bill to amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act to designate certain
segments of East Rosebud Creek in
Carbon County, Montana, as compo-
nents of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
System; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today,
along with Senator DAINES, I intro-
duced the East Rosebud Creek Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act. This legislation will
help ensure that one of my state’s most
striking waterways is preserved for the
use and enjoyment of future genera-
tions.

In south central Montana, East Rose-
bud Creek meanders through the
Absoraka-Beartooth Wilderness before
pooling briefly at East Rosebud Lake.
From there, the creek continues to
flow down through the Custer National
Forest and on, eventually, to the Yel-
lowstone River.

My legislation would protect 20 of
the most scenic miles of East Rosebud
Creek: those 13 miles above East Rose-
bud Lake and seven more on the down-
stream side. Designating these sections
of river will protect its water quality
and the free-flowing nature of the
river, and will have no impact on pri-
vate property.

Local ranchers, businesses, home-
owners associations, conservation
groups, and everyday Montanans have
recognized the need for a Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers designation and have voiced
their support. In its current manage-
ment plan for Custer National Forest,
the Forest Service also recognizes the
incredible scenic and recreational val-
ues of East Rosebud Creek, and the riv-
er’s potential for designation.

In short, this bipartisan legislation is
a proposal that comes tailor-made
from folks on the ground and will pre-
serve a portion of Montana’s outdoor
heritage for our kids and grandkids.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 201—DESIG-

NATING JUNE 19, 2015, AS
“JUNETEENTH INDEPENDENCE
DAY” IN RECOGNITION OF JUNE

19, 1865, THE DATE ON WHICH
SLAVERY LEGALLY CAME TO AN
END IN THE UNITED STATES

Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURR, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. NELSON, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. REID, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. ScoTT, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WICKER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RESs. 201

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not
reach the frontier areas of the United States,
in particular the State of Texas and the
other Southwestern States, until months
after the conclusion of the Civil War, more
than 2 %2 years after President Abraham Lin-
coln issued the Emancipation Proclamation
on January 1, 1863;

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers,
led by Major General Gordon Granger, ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that
the Civil War had ended and that the
enslaved were free;

Whereas African-Americans who had been
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19,
commonly known as ‘‘Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day’’, as inspiration and encourage-
ment for future generations;

Whereas African-Americans from the
Southwest have continued the tradition of
observing ‘‘Juneteenth Independence Day”’
for 150 years;

Whereas 43 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and other countries have designated
“Juneteenth Independence Day’’ as a special
day of observance in recognition of the
emancipation of all slaves in the United
States;

Whereas ‘‘Juneteenth Independence Day’’
celebrations have been held to honor Afri-
can-American freedom while encouraging
self-development and respect for all cultures;

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves and the
descendants of former slaves remain an ex-
ample for all people of the United States, re-
gardless of background, religion, or race;

Whereas slavery was not officially abol-
ished until the ratification of the 13th
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States in December 1865;

Whereas Frederick Douglass, born in the
State of Maryland in 1818, escaped from slav-
ery and became a leading writer, orator, pub-
lisher, and one of the most influential advo-
cates in the United States for abolitionism
and the equality of all people;

Whereas Frederick Douglass was recog-
nized for his accomplishments with a statue
that was unveiled during a ceremony on
June 19, 2013, in Emancipation Hall in the
United States Capitol;

Whereas 2015 marks the 50th anniversary of
the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
(62 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.), signed into law on
August 6, 1965, a milestone in providing

June 15, 2015

equal protections for African-Americans, in-
cluding former slaves and the descendants of
former slaves; and

Whereas, over the course of its history, the
United States has grown into a symbol of de-
mocracy and freedom around the world: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 19, 2015, as ‘‘Juneteenth
Independence Day’’;

(2) recognizes the historical significance of
“Juneteenth Independence Day’” to the
United States;

(3) supports the continued nationwide cele-
bration of ‘““‘Juneteenth Independence Day”’
to provide an opportunity for the people of
the United States to learn more about the
past and to better understand the experi-
ences that have shaped the United States;
and

(4) recognizes that the observance of the
end of slavery is part of the history and her-
itage of the United States.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 202—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 15, 2015, AS

“WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARE-
NESS DAY”

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Ms.
COLLINS, Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr. MURPHY)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 202

Whereas Federal Government estimates
show that more than 1 in 10 persons over age
60, or 6,000,000 individuals, are victims of
elder abuse each year;

Whereas the vast majority of the abuse,
neglect, and exploitation of older adults in
the United States goes unidentified and un-
reported;

Whereas only 1 in 44 cases of financial
abuse of older adults is reported;

Whereas at least $2,900,000,000 is taken
from older adults each year due to financial
abuse and exploitation;

Whereas elder abuse, neglect, and exploi-
tation have no boundaries and cross all ra-
cial, social, class, gender, and geographic
lines;

Whereas older adults who are abused are 3
times more likely to die earlier than older
adults of the same age who are not abused;

Whereas %2 of all older adults with demen-
tia will experience abuse;

Whereas providing unwanted medical
treatment can be a form of elder abuse and
exploitation;

Whereas public awareness has the poten-
tial to increase the identification and report-
ing of elder abuse by the public, profes-
sionals, and victims, and can act as a cata-
lyst to promote issue-based education and
long-term prevention;

Whereas private individuals and public
agencies must work together on the Federal,
State, and local levels to combat increasing
occurrences of abuse, neglect, and exploi-
tation crime and violence against vulnerable
older adults and vulnerable adults, particu-
larly in light of limited resources for vital
protective services; and

Whereas 2015 is the 10th anniversary of
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 15, 2015, as
Elder Abuse Awareness Day’’;

(2) recognizes judges, lawyers, adult pro-
tective services professionals, law enforce-
ment officers, long-term care ombudsmen,
social workers, health care providers, profes-
sional guardians, advocates for victims, and
other professionals and agencies for the ef-
forts to advance awareness of elder abuse;
and

“World
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